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The campaign of agitation now taking place in Germany may have
several objects in view:

Either to prepare the people's minds for a war, the prospect of
which is very far from filling the great majority of Germans with
enthusiasm;

Or to prepare a way out for the German Government. Only
recently a claimant, the Reich has abruptly become a defendant.
To read the German newspapers, it would seem to be less a matter of
annexing Danzig than of preventing Poland from taking it, an intention
which the Warsaw Government has never held;

Or, finally, to intimidate the Poles and bluff the Western Powers
in the hope either of forcing Poland to come to terms or of isolating
her.

One cannot a priori reject any of these possibilities,
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IN view of the tone of the Pi ess, of the continual calling-up of
reserves, of the intense military activity which is all the time increas-
ing, and of new food restrictions (there are queues outside the
butchers' shops this morning), the nervousness of the public has
grown suddenly sharper.

The semi-official Press is busy creating the impression that
important decisions are about to be taken to-day or to-morrow.
According to current rumours the Reichstag will meet on Tuesday.

September 2 is, in fact, the opening date of the Nuremberg
Congress, which is to be the Congress of Peace (the medal symboliz-
ing this celebration has just been struck) and the preparations for
which are being pushed forward with all speed. Between now and
then, it is hinted, Germany will in fact have made "her Peace secure."

That is the date which this Embassy always indicated as the one
fixed for the German Army to be ready. Herr Hitler has begun his
consultations. He would seem to be on the point of making a decision.

It seems very difficult to believe, separated as we are by only
three weeks from that Congress of Peace and with the troops not yet
concentrated, that, despite the illusions which are held here about
a "Blitzkrieg" which would not give France and England time to
intervene, anyone could hope to obtain this peace, in so short a time,
after having imposed the German solution by warlike means. What
they are therefore counting on, is capitulation without war by the
Western Democracies, alarmed by the Reich's display of military
strength and by the self-confidence which it is going to show in the
course of the next few days.